
Service Update - Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

As a part of the Re-Open Saskatchewan Plan, announced on April 23, 2020, audiologists and 

speech-language pathologists are among those professionals that may begin to offer private 

services on May 4th.  Please review the Re-Open Saskatchewan Plan in detail as it includes very 

useful information, such as general business operating guidelines (page 10), cloth mask 

guidelines (page 19), and Medical Professionals Guidelines (page 24).  The Medical 

Professionals Guidelines contain patient and client considerations as well as cleaning and 

disinfecting information. 

Throughout all five phases of the Re-Open Saskatchewan plan, individuals are required to 

continue to follow the current Public Health Order.  Please check the Saskatchewan.ca COVID-

19 website for the most recent Public Health Orders.  

SASLPA recommends that registrants follow the Government of Saskatchewan’s advice to 

assess the risk of exposure and transmission for themselves, any staff and clients, and make 

operational decisions accordingly.  Keep in mind that many of the clients seen by AUDs and S-

LPs are in the high-risk category for COVID-19 (e.g., immune compromised and elderly).  This 

is especially important when considering which patients/clients must be seen directly, which 

patients/clients can be served via telepractice, and if a patient's/client’s intervention can be 

delayed. 

When seeing clients face-to-face, Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is a key element in 

preventing the transmission of disease-causing microorganisms.  However, if not used properly, 

not only will PPE fail to prevent transmission, it may in fact, contribute to the spread of disease. 

PPE requirements vary based on risk of exposure and activities being performed.  As a regulated 

professional in private practice, it is your responsibility to assess your workplace, consider the 

services you will be providing as well as your clientele, and based on those assessments, choose 

the proper PPE to be used by you, your staff, and your clients.  For those professionals in the 

public sector, you are required to follow your employers’ PPE guidelines. 

As a minimum, SASLPA recommends that registrants in private practice follow the below PPE 

guideline: 

• Wear a surgical/procedural mask.  This recommendation is based on the current Public 

Health Order (April 17, 2020): 

o Individuals providing direct patient care or working in patient care areas must wear a 

surgical/procedure mask continuously, at all times and in all areas of the Facility, if 

they are either involved in direct patient contact or cannot maintain adequate physical 

distancing (2 meters) from patients and other Individuals. Where possible, this 

requirement goes into effect immediately. 

Given the fact that someone who is asymptomatic may be positive for COVID-19, you may 

choose to follow COVID-19 positive PPE guidelines for all your clients.  If this is your decision, 

the guideline can be found below.  

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/-/media/news-release-backgrounders/2020/apr/re-open-saskatchewan-plan.pdf
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/-/media/news-release-backgrounders/2020/apr/re-open-saskatchewan-plan.pdf
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus


• Follow contact and droplet/contact PLUS precautions when working with a client 

who has tested positive or is suspected to be positive for COVID-19.  This 

recommendation is based on the Saskatchewan Health Authorities requirements. 

o Droplet/Contact PLUS 

The Government of Saskatchewan has multiple PPE guidelines to help you assess what types of 

PPE are required for the services you provide.  The PPE resources can be found here.  It is also 

essential that PPE be put on and taken off safely.   Please find resources for donning and doffing 

PPE  here. 

The PPE information available one the website is continuously being updated so it is highly 

recommended that you check back frequently to make sure you are following the most up to date 

guidelines.  For example: 

• The April 24th SHA PPE Bulletin Update contained the following recommendation: 

o Variation and additional PPE: Staff and physicians have been adding additional 

pieces of PPE to the recommended precautions, such as hair or shoe covers. However, 

based on best practice and clinical evidence, there is no additional benefit with 

respect to reducing disease transmission beyond standard infection control practices 

already in place. Adding additional pieces of PPE beyond those recommended may 

result in harm by increasing risk of self-contamination during the doffing process. For 

suspect/confirmed COVID-19 patients, Droplet/Contact PLUS precautions should be 

used. 

• Multiple continuous and extended PPE use guidelines based on area of care provision are 

available.  For example, see the guidelines for Home Care and Acute Care. 

• Appropriate use of PPE for the Public. 

 

https://www.saskatchewan.ca/-/media/files/coronavirus/info-for-health-care-providers/facility-signs/droplet-contact-plus-signage.pdf
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/information-for-health-care-providers/ppe-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/treatment-procedures-and-guidelines/emerging-public-health-issues/2019-novel-coronavirus/information-for-health-care-providers/ppe-infection-prevention-and-control
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/-/media/files/coronavirus/info-for-health-care-providers/facility-signs/droplet-contact-plus-signage.pdf
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/-/media/files/coronavirus/info-for-health-care-providers/ppe/cv-19-g0009-continuous-and-extended-ppe-use-guidelines-home-care.pdf
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/-/media/files/coronavirus/info-for-health-care-providers/ppe/cv-19-g0006-continuous-and-extended-ppe-use-guidelines-acute-care.pdf
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/-/media/files/coronavirus/info-for-health-care-providers/ppe/covid19-appropriate-use-ppe_public.pdf

